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Connecting  You  With 
Pennsylvania  Wildlife! 


Wildlife  influences  the  lives  of  Pennsylvanians  almost  daily.  Regardless  of  whether  you  live  in 
the  city,  suburbs,  mountains  or  farm  country,  you  connect  with  wildlife  during  the  commute  to 
work  or  school,  in  your  yard,  on  your  morning  walk,  while  hunting,  trapping,  or  birdwatching, 
or  simply  sitting  on  the  porch.  Most  of  us  enjoy  this  interaction.  It  often  becomes  a highlight 
of  our  day,  a story  worth  retelling.  Pennsylvania  has  long  recognized  wildlife^s  importance  to 
its  residents  and  to  generations  yet  to  come.  It  is  an  invaluable  resource,  constitutionally- 
protected  and  professionally  managed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission  to  ensure  its 
well-being  and  diversity.  Wildlife  is  priceless,  make  no  mistake  about  that,  and  needs  us  today 
as  much  as  we  desire  it.  So  do  what  you  can  for  the  state's  wild  birds  and  mammals,  and  take 
time  to  take  in  a wildlife  moment  or  two.  It  'll  surely  be  worth  the  time  and  effort! 


Serving  All  Pennsylvanians  and  Wildlife 

Management  of  Pennsylvania’s  467  wild  bird  and  mammal  species,  including  non-game  and 
endangered  species,  is  provided  by  the  Game  Commission  and  funded  primarily  through  the  sale 
of  hunting  and  trapping  licenses  and  a federal  excise  tax  on  the  sale  of  sporting  arms  and 
ammunition.  Other  important  public  services  provided  by  the  Game  Commission  include: 


establishing  hunting  and  trapping  seasons;  wi 
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llife  population  and  disease  monitoring;  wildlife 
damage  assistance;  and  enforcement  of  laws 
protecting  wildlife.  One  of  the  most  visible  ways 
the  agency  helps  wildlife  and  promotes  hunting  is 
through  the  acquisition  of  State  Game  Lands. 
Since  1920,  the  Game  Commission  has  acquired 
more  than  1.4  million  acres  of  land  in  all  but  two 
of  Pennsylvania’s  67  counties.  That’s  a landmass 
greater  in  size  than  the  state  of  Delaware.  Acre 
by  acre,  decade  by  decade,  the  agency  has 
worked  diligently  to  amass  this  everlasting  asset 
that  will  serve  wildlife,  hunters,  trappers  and 
outdoors-minded  individuals  for  generations  to 
come.  Improving  habitat  on  State  Game  Lands 
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is  an  important  part  of  the  Game  Commission’s  mission  to  manage  all  wild  birds,  mammals  and 
their  habitats  for  current  and  future  generations.  This  work  includes  everything  from  reclaiming 
abandoned  mine  areas  and  creating  wetlands  to  building  nesting  structures  and  planting 
vegetation  beneficial  to  wildlife.  Wildlife  restoration  efforts  have  benefited  bald  eagles,  ospreys, 
peregrine  falcons,  river  otters  and  fishers.  The  agency’s  Howard  Nursery  annually  produces 
more  than  two  million  seedlings  for  habitat  improvement  and  nearly  10,000  nesting  boxes. 

Pennsylvanians  benefit  from  the  Game  Commission’s  outreach  efforts  to  teach  hunter-trapper 
education  to  tens  of  thousands  annually,  as  well  as  the  agency’s  statewide  involvement  in 
teaching  wildlife  conservation  and  the  role  of  hunting  and  trapping  in  modem  wildlife 
management  in  public  schools,  colleges  and  universities  and  providing  wildlife  programs  to 
countless  civic  and  sportsmen’s  organizations.  The  agency  also  has  provided  exceptional 
learning  opportunities  on  its  website  by  offering  detailed  information  on  the  state’s  wild  birds 
and  mammals. 
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One  of  the  state’s  most  important  achievements  in 
wildlife  conservation  was  its  development  of  a 
“Wildlife  Action  Plan”  to  shepherd  developing, 
ongoing  and  future  efforts  to  safeguard 
Pennsylvania's  wildlife.  The  plan  promotes  and 
champions  residents,  businesses,  organizations  and 
government  working  together  to  attain  sustainable 
wildlife  populations  and  ecosystems.  Its  goals  are 
to:  improve  the  scientific  basis  for  making 
conservation  decisions;  conserve  the  state's 
biodiversity;  cultivate  a knowledgeable  citizenry 
that  supports  and  participates  in  wildlife 
conservation;  ensure  resources  are  available  to 
conserve  wildlife;  and  expand  and  improve  the 
coordination  of  public  agencies  and  other  partners 
in  wildlife  conservation  planning  and 
implementation. 


We  Need  You,  Too! 

There  is  no  way  Pennsylvania  and  the  Game 
Commission  can  manage  wildlife 
successfully  and  for  future  generations 
without  the  assistance  of  residents  and 
landowners.  Whether  your  involvement  is  as 
simple  as  hanging  a bluebird  nest  box  in  your 
backyard,  or  participating  in  the  agency’s 
private  lands  habitat  improvement  initiatives 
such  as  the  “Private  Landowner  Assistance 
Program”  (PLAP)  or  “Conservation  Reserve 
Enhancement  Program”  (CREP),  just 
remember  that  everything  you  do  for  wildlife 
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helps  to  make  a difference.  Under  PLAP,  agency  biologists  provide  guidance  to  landowners 
interested  in  helping  the  nearly  100  species  of  special  concern  and  how  they  can  make  their 
properties  more  attractive  to  these  species.  CREP  is  a federal/state  partnership  that  has  been 


enrolling  thousands  of  acres  of  highly  erodible  Pennsylvania  cropland  and  marginal  pastureland 
in  conservation  cover  plantings.  The  program  is  entirely  voluntary  and  its  goals  are  to  improve 
water  quality,  reduce  soil  erosion,  improve  wildlife  habitat  and  increase  farm  income  on 
marginal  farmland.  CREP  pays  landowners  to  place  their  land  in  conservation  cover.  Annual 
rental  rates  w'ill  vary  by  county,  but  range  from  about  S56  to  more  than  S200  per  acre.  For  more 
details  on  either  program,  visit  the  Game  Commission's  website  at  www.pgc.state.pa.us,  or 
contact  the  nearest  agency  office. 


It  has  always  been  in  the 
Commonwealth's  best 
interest  to  maintain 
healthy  wildlife 
populations  because 
these  animals 
collectively  comprise  an 
irreplaceable  part  of 
Pennsylvania's  “Great 
Outdoors."  Wildlife's 
value  to  residents  is 
undeniable.  Most 
Pennsylvanians  believe 
the  state's  wildlife  is  an 
important  asset  and 
natural  resource, 
according  to  the  2003 
Responsive  Management 
survey.  A majority  of 
state  residents  also  noted 
they'd  support  a hunting 
license  fee  increase.  e\  en 
the  use  of  general  slate 
tax  revenues  or  state 
treasurx'  appropriations  to 
cover  the  costs  of 

protecting  and  managing  wildlife.  Pennsylvanians,  in  general,  mistakenly  believe  the  Game 
Commission  is  already  receiving  general  tax  revenues.  It  does  not.  Wildlife's  value  to  local 
economies  and  Pennsylvanians  is  tremendous.  Pennsylvanians  spend  about  SI  billion  annually 
on  wildlife-watching  and  hunters  and  trappers  exceed  that  in  the  pursuit  of  game  animals  and 
furbearers.  In  fact.  Pennsylvania  has  the  second  largest  number  of  wildlife  watchers  in  America 
and  has  historically  been  one  of  the  top  five  states  in  hunting  license  sales  for  decades. 

Conservation  Crossroads? 

Every  year  it  costs  more  to  manage  wildlife  and  provide  services  to  hunters,  trappers  and  the 
general  public.  Unfortunately,  current  license  fees  aren't  generating  enough  revenue  to  offset  the 
increases  in  operating  expenses,  or  to  fund  expanded  duties  and  new  responsibilities. 
Pennsylvania's  wildlife  management  is  at  an  important  crossroads.  A fee  increase  or  alternative 
sources  of  revenue  is  needed  now.  Without  it,  more  ser\  ices  will  slip  and  the  state's  wildlife 
management  programs  will  be  negatively  impacted. 


Wildlife  Has  Aivvavs  Had  Value 
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In  fiscal  year  2004-05,  the  ageney  spent  $66  million  to  manage  the  Commonwealth’s  467  species 
of  wildlife.  Although  the  Game  Commission  manages  that  wildlife  for  Pennsylvania’s  nearly  13 
million  residents,  only  about  one  million  contribute  regularly  to  wildlife  management  by  buying 
hunting  and  furtaker  lieenses.  The  agency  doesn’t  receive  appropriations  from  the  state’s  General 
Fund.  Since  1913,  hunters  have  shouldered  the  burden  of  managing  all  of  the  Commonwealth’s 
wildlife.  Working  with  hunters,  the  Game  Commission  has  accomplished  much  for 
Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  its  flora  and  fauna.  But  this  funding  arrangement  has  been  unable  to 
keep  pace  with  the  ever-increasing  needs  of  wildlife  and  inflation  for  some  time,  espeeially  with 
the  ongoing  decline  in  license  sales. 

Pennsylvania  must  increase 
funding  for  wildlife  by  either 
increasing  license  fees,  or 
providing  alternate  sources  of 
revenue.  The  sooner,  the  better. 


If  you  are  interested  in  helping 
to  support  wildlife  conservation, 
consider  buying  products  or  a 
hunting  license  from  the  Game 
Commission,  getting  involved  in 
outreach  habitat  programs  or 
simply  making  a donation  to  the 
agency  through  The  Outdoors 
Shop,  or  Wildlife  For  Everyone 
Endowment  Foundation 
(vvww.wildlifeforeveryone.org). 
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All  will  help  to  make  a difference. The  state  has  come  too  far  over  the  past  100  years  to 
compromise  its  outstanding  wildlife  conservation  programs  over  the  need  for  revenue 
enhancements.  Please  take  the  time  to  get  involved  and  thank  you  for  your  interest  and  concern 
for  the  future  of  our  wildlife  and  outdoors  heritage. 


www.pgc.state.pa.us 
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